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Act 2: 1-13 "The Coming of the Holy Spirit" 

 

 

Main Theme: The Holy Spirit still works today 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, Amen! 

 

"Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, says the Lord 

of hosts" (Zeck. 4:6) 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I bring you greetings from the troubled Middle East, from the 

Holy Lands; the birthplace of Christianity. That is the place that 

witnessed in time and space the incarnation of the Word of the 

God in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior; This is to whom the 

Scriptures bear witness and teach about the eternal love of God 

to all mankind with no distinction. This Holy Book is the main 

focus of the Bible Society of Jordank as well, of which I am 

honored to be a member at the administrative committee. Our 

basic mission in Jordan is to bring the good news in words and 

actions in our majority Muslim society. 

 



When our Congregation of the Good Shepherd was built in 

Amman, the Capital of Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in 1985 our 

late Bishop in Jerusalem Bishop Daoud Haddad once said: "It is 
good to have a Lutheran Church in the middle of the Arab 
World". Today I can perceive clearly his deep vision, because 

Amman is open to all Arab Countries and hosts a myriad of 

refugees from various Countries: Palestinians, Iraqis, Syrians, 

Liyans, Yemenis and others.. 

 

More than ever, the biblical message of God's unconditional love 

needs to be preached and lived out. As you have heard and have 

seen that that Muslim extremists, named by the King of Jordan 

the outlaws "Al Khawarej", who and in the name of the religion of 

Islam have committed all kinds of atrocities and carnages 

towards not only Christians but also to Sunni and Shiite Muslims 

and to the Yazidies and other components of the societies. They 

have even conducted terrorist attacks lately in Paris and in 

Brussels. 

 

As a result Christians, in particular in Syria and Iraq, had to pay a 

big price for their faith in Jesus Christ. 

One of three options they are faced with are: either to convert 

to Islam, or to leave their homelands forcibly leaving all 

properties and personal belongings behind, or to pay jizyeh, i.e. 

special taxes taken by extortion.  

 

This situation has opened a new era of persecution to Christians 

similar to the early centuries of Christianity. We have seen and 

touched how faithful those Christians were to their Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  Since 2014 we hosted in Jordan almost 

11000 Iraqi Christians. They could tell plainly that they could not 

trade any thing for their faith in Jesus Christ. They lost 

everything behind but not their faith in Jesus Christ.This strong 



faith comes at a time while many Christians east or west started 

to have a lukewarm faith and unfruitful Christian life. May be this 

hardship could awaken the global Christian Church to stand up for 

their faith in Jesus Christ and  for the values of the Gospel , 

namely human dignity, freedom, human rights. 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

As we continue to live in the troubled Middle East as Arab 

Christians we continue to emphasize our role and mission of 

witnessing to the Risen Christ. We do fully understand that we 

live in a majority Muslim context and in a multi-cultural and multi-

religious settings, and that we need to build bridges of harmony 

and good coexistence, but this does not hide the reality that we 

need to preach and live out the good news of the Gospel to all 

people. Wasn't this the commission of Christ to his disciples and 

to his small Church?! But the question today as we read the text 

from Acts chapter 2 of the coming of the Holy Spirit on 

Pentecost is, how do we seek the work and the power of the 

Holy Spirit in our ministry today?! 

 

I have three points: 

 

First, Let us remember that the disciples were in similar 

situation, they were minority in number, full of fear from the 

Jews and the Romans, but once they were filled with the power 

from on high, their number counted nothing; they stood up for 

their faith and witnessed for Christ's salvation no matter what 

could befall them. They even were ready to carry the cross and 

go the way of Golgotha- the via dolorosa, for the sake of Christ. 

Thus, today we are either full of God's spirit to serve in the 
spirit of the disciples or the spirit of this transient world 
weakens our ministry and suffocates our voice. 



 

Secondly, we are not left alone. We trust that God's spirit is at 

work in us and through us. Whenever we feel that we reached a 

deadlock, or things end up in failure, "there can be a sound from 

heaven like the rush of a mighty wind". Thus, we need to give 

space to God's spirit to be at work in us and through us. God's 

spirit could regenerate us and give us new insights and visions to 

carry out our mission more effectively. The thing that happened 

on Pentecost is that people could understand each other vis-à-vis 

what happened in Genesis during the building of the tower of 

Babel. May be what the world needs today is not that each should 

speak a foreign language, rather that we could speak a language 

people could understand and apprehend. You could still be 

speaking in your mother tongue, but your people don't understand 

you. We need thus to be open to God's spirit to help us speak 
a language people could understand. Our life and anctions are 
the best language people understand! 
 

Thirdly, in Jerusalem present were devout people from every 

nation under heaven including Arabs. Isn't it a clear message 

today that Jerusalem should be a symbol of peace and harmony 

and mutual respect among all nations and all religions! 

Isn't it a clear biblical sign that Christ's message in not 

exclusive. Each one could hear the Gospel in his own language. 

Indeed, this is what the Bible Society is trying to do today in 

unveiling Christ's love to all nations. 

 

Isn't it true today that all people need to hear us speaking to the 

them in language they could understand about "the mighty works 

of God". The Holy Spirit did not exclude any disciple but was 
"distributed and rested on all them", calling them to go out to 
speak to all people of the "mighty works of God" ( vs. 11). 
 



Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

As we continue to work for God's kingdom here in Finland and in 

Jordan and the rest of the Holy Lands we are very sure that 

Christ's Church is baptized with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Sometimes we may feel overburdened, sometimes we may feel the 

world's power (the Empire) is stronger, sometimes we are led into 

despair, but let us remember that on Pentecost the Church was 

born with divine power and it does not stand alone and “the power 

of death shall not prevail against it” (Mt 16:8).  

Once we open our hearts and minds to the Holy Spirit of God we 

could stand up for our mission and courageously say what we want 

to say without fear just as the Galilean disciples did. "Are not all 

these who are speaking Galileans?”, the people said, “and how 

is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?"  

Let us remember brothers and Sisters in our Bible Society 

Ministry God's words to Zeckariah  "not by might, nor by 

power, but by my spirit, says the Lord of hosts", Amen. 

(Zeck 4:6).  

The Peace of God that surpasses all undersanding keep your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus our Lord, Amen! 
 


